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An Imporinnt Decision.

The new Secretary of the L'iteri-
or, Carl Schurg, is making some
rulinge vadically at variance with
those of his predecessors, and which
gpeak well for the good sense and
honest motives of the new Secreta-
ry. Wo take the following decision
in relation to the Muxwell Grant,
from a report of Land Patents, De-
cisions and Laws, furnished thie
paper by Jas. II. MaxpeviLLg,
Counsel in Land Cases, at Wash-
ington, D, C.:

Regarding the survey of the Beanbien
and Miranda private lund clsims in Coloras
do and New Mexico, Mr. Sccretary Cox,
December 81, 1868, Held, “that where a
Mexican Colonization Grant is confirmed
without measurement of boundaries or of
distinet specification of the quantity confirin
»i, either in the statule or in the report
upen which confirmatien was made, po
greater quantity than eleven squure leagues
ahall be surveyed and set off 1o each claim
ant; that such quantity shall be surveyed in
tracts of 11 square leagues each, the gener.
al position or place of such tracts to be ses
lected by the grantee, ond the tracl to he
then surveyed as compactly a3 practicable,"’

The United States Supreme Court has
recenily held the case ot John G. Tame-
ling va. The United Siates Freehold and
Emigration Company: “Congress acted up-
on the claim as recommended by the Sur
veyor General. The confirmation being
absolute and unconditional, without any
limitation a8 to quantily, we must regsid
it as effectunl and operative for the entire
iracs."

Mr. Secretay Schurz has accordingly
ordered, that patexts hereafter issue for the
tract recommended by nhe Surveyor Gener-
#l und confirmed by an nct of Bongress,
notwithstanding it may exceed in amout
eleven square leagues of land.

By the above decision it will be
scen that Secretary Schurz propos-
e# to issue patents to all the land em-
braced within the boundaries of &
grunt, as confirmed by Congress;
that is, be propoees to do his duty
simply, and not go directly sgainst
the decision of the courts, in exes
cuting the laws, In the case of the
Maxwell Grant, the Burveyor Gen-
ersl of this Territory recommended
that it be confirmed by Congress to
the grantees, within eertain boun-
deries.  According to this recom-
mendation congress confirmed it, to
the boundaries snd without refer-
ence to the quantity of land, That
confirmation settled, or should have
settled, the whole matter. Congress
alone had the right to determine
how much land it would grant. 1f
it granted the whole tract, it was
the whole tract without reference to
quantity, Congress had as much
right to quit clsim the title of the
United States to a million acres in a
Mexican Grant, as it had to give a
million seres to s railrosd corpora-
tion, Thi is Secretary Schurz's
opinion; byt his predecessor did not
think s0. Cox ssid congress only
meant eleven square leagues to esch
grantee, and the Secretary last year
ordered the public surveys to be ex-
tended over the Maxwell Grant.

This policy of dealing with Mexi-
can Grants was directly in opposi-

tion to the constant decisions of the
courte; but these cabinet officers did
not seem to know it, We sappose
» newspaper has no right to queation
the motives of such honorable mien
as cabinet officers. We do mnot.
We attribute their foolish decisions,
ot to o wrong intention, but simply
to a lack of knewledge to do right.
Their acts demonstrated their incas
pacity for the positions they occu-
pied. 'The effect of this policy en
the general interests of the Territo-
ry has been disastrous. Men who
had money and who desired to in~
vest in lauds in this Territory, were
deterred from doing so by reason of
the unsatisfactory condition of land
titles, They suid if the titls of the
Maxwell Grant is not good, then is
no grant in the Territory good.
Capitalists would not wmvest, snd
settlers woull 1ot occupy them as
government lands. [Hence the best
portions of the Territory have re-
mained in statu quo, the lands have
not been teken up and improved
and all enterprises have been stifled,
Nw, us Secretury Schurz ha knowl-
edge of the decigions of the courts,
sl proposes to be governed by them,
we hope tu see a new era of im-
provement iraugurated in this Ter-
ritory, The confirming act of con-
gress is the ull sufficient title ton
tract of land, but the letters patent
are the best evidence of this title.
Let patents be granted to all the
confirmed land grants in New Mex-
ico, and the Territory will take a
great step forward. The land can
then be bought and sold and mort-
geged. It will at once become the
basis of security by which money
can be obtsined to develop the many
latent resources of the Territory.
[t makes bat little difference to the
whole people to whom the lind be-
longs, so the title is lawfully good
in some person, Certainty instead
of uncertainty is the object sought.
Under Seeretary Schurz we seam in
a fair way to reslize this certainty
in reference to many land titles in
New Mexicn.
M-

Our Washington Letter

Wasnineroi, D. C.,
March 19th, 1877,

Editor Las Vegas GAzeTTE:

The plan aldvocsted by Vice Pre-
sident Wheeler, 10 avoid the neces-
sity for an extra seseion of congress,
for some strong National Bauk,
holding a surplus of government
bonda, to forward to the Treasury
Department an amount of them suf-
ficient for the waintenance of the
Army till December, which are to
be held s secutity for a ke amount
in currency furnished the bank by
the government, This puts the
bank in the position of simply a
government dapmi:ory, no account,
not even one of iuterest, being
kept. Out of the currency thus
held, the bank is to honor all requi-
sitions of paymasters, who leave
their respective certificates, stating
the amount drawn; wnd its purpose,
as collateral, When congress meets
in December, leading repullican
und demoeratic membera are aaid (o
stand plelged to emly action in
passing the army sppropristion bLill,
out of wiiich the paymasters are to
be furnished fands tc repsy the
bank the amounts advanced, taking
ap their collateral certificates at the
time of payment. This plan is said
to be supported by Mr. Evarts, and
to be opposed by Secretaries Sher-
man, Devens and McCrary, a8 an
evasion of the spirit of the law.
Busiress men and many members of
congress au-e alverse to au extrs
session, fearing that it would be
taken advantage of to spring upon
the country impractical or heretics]
financial schemes, and open up dis-
cussions and sgitations that would
prejudice every interest, and disas-
terously react upor the natursl ad-
justement whick our finances will
resch of themselves, if let alone,
and no farther tinkering is attempt-
ed through legislation, The nomi-
nation of that most eminent repree
sentative of the colored race, Fred.
Douglase, as marshal of the District,

encoantered a good deal of opposi-

tion frow the members of the bar es-
gociation, the pretence being that it
requirad the highest order of execu-

tave ability to 6l the place, such, |

a8 Mr. Douglaes does not possess.
So far as ocutward manifestations
went, the remonstrances were couchs
ed in courteous language, which
conclusively proves that the logic of
eveuts has not been entirely un-
heeded by some of the almust encor-
rigible Bourbon members of the ss-
sociation. Notwithstanding the elo-
quent appeale made to senators, the
confirmation of Me. Douglass re-
reived the unanimous vote of repub-
lican senators and fourf it is repor-
ted, from the democratic side. Six-
teen years ago to~day people of Mr.
Douglass’ color were being boughs
and sold openly in this market, and
perhape the most inveterate skeptics
may be able to see in his confirma-
tion, taken in connection with the
other fact just mentioned, evidence
that the world does move, and that
the republican party must be credit-
ed with having accomplished this
long stiide toward universal repub-
It is said that
Professor Langcton, another aimost
as cminent en advocate of the ex-
teusion to his race of the principles
of the declaration of independence,
will receive a prowinent appoint-
ment., The senate finally adjourned
on Sstarday, after having provided
the means for a thorough investiga-
tion of “*Gcbblea™ right to a seat in
the body. But mauny, very many,
feel that the failure to grapple with
the Kellogg case and settle it defis
nitely, wus an injustice to thut gen-
tieman, and un evasion of duty
which bears the impress of excessive
caution, 1f not of timidity, The
ranks of the besiegers about the
White [House are gradually becoming
more and more attenuated as they
become enlighted velative co the fact
that there has been no adverse de-
cision iu the matter of officisl rota«
tion, whereat the department clerks
have wexed strong in their devotion
to the alministration.

lican government.

The erowds about the Methodist

Foundry Church yesterday forgot
the requirements of good breeding,
in their determination to get u close
view of the President and his fami-
ly, a8 they retired from that place
of worship. Shoul! Mrs. Hayes
persist in her present style of dres-
sing and the strict attendance at
church, that has so fur marked her
Washiugton Lfe, she way do much
to bring into disrepute the presern\
“loud style" and dress and orna
uent eo lwrgely affected in “good
society,” besides other desiruble
reforms, and muske charch going
more popular, while convincing mas
ny ekeptics, that there is one woman,
ot least, that regards a consistent
life a8 very becomingto a professior.
of chrietiamty. She has gained the
reputation of being a very constant
attendant at church, both at day
and evening service, and also at the
class meeting, always joining in the
ginging, and whelly sddicted to the
primitive style of walking to church
and knecling at prayer time.

Many republicans here will not

admit the truth of the common re’
port to the effect that the President
has decided to a¢ once withdraw the
troops from South Carclina and
Louisiana, They would regsrd such
& movement a8 premature and look
upon it with many misgivings, hav.
ing no other assurance that the
attrocities practiced upon the Uni.
onists of those States during the
past sixteen years wiil not be again
inaugurated slmost befure the bleod
ot the victims of the last campaign
has become dry, than the pledges of
a few politicians, who have eiiher
been indisposed or unable to prevent
them in the past. There is certains
ly very little in the public utteran-
ces of the democratic leaders in
congress within that time, that leads
to the belief that these outrsges have
ever been 10 effectively rebuked,
that their recurrence is altogether
an unlikely event. But we will

awail future developments, hoping
for a wise solution of every embars

rassing problem, in such way that it
need rot to be repented of.
MAXWELL.

B

Wasnisaron, D, C,
Muareh 20th, 1877.

Editor Las Vegas Gazerer:

The Senate adjourned last Satur-
day, its two last acts being to con-
firm the President’s appointment of
Hon. Fred. Douglass to the office of
warshal for the Distriet of Columbia,
apd” to authorize a committee to in-

vestigate the legality of Grover's

elaction to the Senate. The com-
mittee was appointed, money for its
expenses appropriated, and is to sit
during the recass. There is much
talk about an extra’session, but no-
tking definite is known in regard to
it,

The chief interests of the political
world are now concentrated upon
the South Carcliua and Louisiana
Governments. Delegations and pe-
titions are continually pouring in
upon President Huyes; but that
gentleman does rot in the least com-
mit himself, although listening pa-
tiently snd respectfully to all com-
plaints and grievances. He simply
replies that he ehall give the matter
referred to his most serious atten-
tion and subject it to the fullest ex-
amination, and thet it 18 his inten-
tion to have the affaire scttled as
soon as practicable. The qguestion
is to be considered by the cabinet
to-day, and it is very generally be-
lieved that a commission in an unol«
ficial capacity, consisting of Vice
President Wheeler, Mr. Foster, of
Ohio, possitly Stanley Matthews
and probahly soma others, will go
to New Orleans, to try to bring
sbout & compromise, based on the
reorgatizatinn of the legislature and
of the vote of governor by ic. Pend-
ing the efforts of the rival clvimants
to scttle the contioversy, it is
thought by many that the extra ses-
sion of congress w.ll be called late
in May, or the vory first of June.

The public of our city were trea-
ted last week to a very enjoyable
éntertainment by the Jews of Wash-
ington. They gave a fair and fes-
divel for the benefit of the Adas ls«
raal Congregation, and the perfoc-
tion of its arrangements and execu-
tion has been scldom, if ever, cqual
ed here. There were many wnys
aad means devised to attract patro-
nage, but not the least cffective
were the handsome faces to be seen
in their ha!l. There were lirge
numbers of children in attendance
upin the booths and tables, snd sueh
beantiful ehldren! T think none
but Jewish children have such lovely
faces. I have never seen an ugly
Hedrew child. The first thing I
observed upon eatering the hall was
a groupe of dolle—all dressed in
desp mourning, the largest in wi.
dow's weads, the others as children,
sud just before them was a little
basket, libeled *Help the Widow
and Orphans,” The different lodg-
es of Israclites had lLooths arranged
about the sides of the hall, which
were filled with everything conceiv.,
able variety of fancy articles for sale.
At one end was a cake table, the
centre piece on which was a huge
pyramidal ecake, frosted and orna-
mented lavishly, containing s gold
ring. This cake was ruffled tor and
tickets to the number of 150 sold
for it. Another table was loaded
down with choice fruit, temptingly
arranged and tended by a sweet-
faced, bright-eyed gitl, whom no
one¢ could pass by. In che certre of
the room was the flower-stand, a
very bower of beauty, musses, plants,
noseguys, baskets, Louquets of ev.
ery size snd style, singing birds in
cages, and a'l such sweet and love-
ly things, Buat the centre of at-
traction was the telegraph and post-
office, the windows and doors of
which wer2 surrounded by sn eager
crowd the whole time, Real wires
were in connection and a telegram
received from the Executive Man-
gion one evening from President
Hayes to the effect that he and his
family would sttend the fair next
evening, was exhibited on the ex-
terior of the office and aseured a full

attendance for the following night.
Their net gain was §$1,800.

The Sabbath is going to be, it
seems, & sober, quiet day st the
White [Touse. The President makes
it a point to do no busiuess on Sune
day that can be transacted as well
on other daye. Mrs, Hayesis a de.
vout member of the Matho list
charch, and her busband attends
with her. She kneels wn prayer,
joins in congreguatioval singing, at-
tends class meeting and eonscienti-
ously performs all the acts of a
fuithful chureh-member. The Founs
dry Church has been decided upon
as the place of worship of the presi-
dential family, instead of the Me
tropolitan, which was Grant's
church, a3 being nearer, anl Mrs,
Huyes prefers walking to charch,
thereby relieving her servants and
horses from Sunday duty.

M. MW,

FR.\:\'K OLDEN,

Carpenter, Bullder and Contractor.
Law Vegis, .. . New Mexico,
Materinl furnished and work dove in ns work-
nnulike manner,
And at Cheaper Rintes,

Than any other estublishient vy the town.

stop on Sonth Secony” 8t., two doors
north of GAZETTE ofive,

J Ce STALLUP,
-
Attorney at Law,

Las I‘igg!:l o

veveseVew Mexico.

"CHIAS. ILFELD,
Successor to A. Letcher & Co.,

Wholesale and Retall Dealer

GENERAL MERCHANDISE

OUTFITTING GOODS,

Las Vegas, Tocolote, and La Junts Xew Xexieo.

Fanle
LIVERY AN FEED
DEPOT.

Jas. D. WOLF, Proprietor,

LAS VEGAR,...cvivivivasnevs

NEW MEXICO.

At the stables known as Blanchard's stables
nonr the river,

Mr. Walf i« =wopared to farnish  Nog-
gies g Harses; and feed aml eure for horses by
the day, week or month at the lowest posaible
rates,

HAY AND CORN ON HAND
FOR SALE.

BUGGIES AND IIORSES FOR IIRE,

$LA heek for the accommodation of the
piblie will lesve Las Vegas every Sumday al-
ternoon for the ot Springs,

Lenve all orders with James 1, Walf, al the
offiee of the wool warehouse, south slide of the
plaza, or st the stables,

BARBER SHOP,

Shaving and harentting, shamponing and
hﬁylu and dressing done 1o order by

A, MACE

in the ronms faemerlt el by A. LABADIE
on the North East—side of the I'aza,

Mr l!u;& evernies all rl-:;u of w;l: in hair,
hairsjewelry, mementoes, ringa, hroehes, hrace-
Tets, wminurl- and ornaments generally
Fie also makes wigs and s preparved 1o exceute
1!l erders promptiy,

Las Vegas Hot Springs.

RESORT FOR INVALIDS,

Loeated six miles north of Las Vegss, N M

The mlﬂk I respectfuliy informed that Mis
2B vid, Proprielress, has now ample se-
commodation fer Invalbls, wod Mlegsure Seekers,
in the Hotel as well as Bath Departments.  The
waters of the [lot .-i‘:-ing_d, by a eareful noalysis,
are kuown to contatv large omantities of iron, sul
rllur il other minerals, hell o solution sia
empersture of 130 degrees, rendeving them there-
fore to be valunble curative sgents for (hose af-
fieted with rhetmatiam, nenralghs, entuneons
diseas=es, dernngement of the kidneys, bladider,
liver, ete,

The secnery aronnd the neighborhoad s e
Nghtful mud !hgesnlrmn;e of the public is 10-
spectiully solirited. -1y

JAS. D. WOLF,

AGENT FOR

L R. HcGraw & Co.,

Denlers in Waoal, ules, PeMs, ete. Ihighost
Market pricos always paid in

Coce A 8888 H In
i (M AA 8 L] in .
5 AA ) n u
G AAA 8548 HE
& A A b I
v A 8§ I "

C A 8
ceee A O | G

\Specin indueements to Denlers.
Mlive with JAFFA BROS.

 FELIX PAPA

LAS VEGAS, NEW MEXICO.

1 kinda af Tin, Capper, Zine and Sheet-
ironware, done to order,

TIN ROOFING, A?‘_R‘ SPOUTING A SPE-

.

Shop sNerth *Enst Corner of Pluzs, in the
Miguel .Ilunun'o Building.

Calerado has a new thne of Railrond extendin
from Paeklo down the Avkansas valley throngh
Sourthern Kunsus, to Konsas €ty and Afehisen
an the Missourl river where connection is mude
with all the great trunk lines for all peipts in
e United Septes, and Canpda, avoiding tedion »
deliys nnd vexatious transfer.  This is the | es
built, and best equiped  road jnthe west, We
have Just received onr new  Haoe of Follman
Palpee Sleepers, sl they nre themost Tuxnrinmt
in the conntry.  The only hne equipped with air
brakes and safety platforms, Ty .. When dou
send east for irfends nsk (hem to tvy it Foy de-
tuiled informuation, mape, tine tuliles, ele,, ad=
ilress, J.T. Asprisonx.

ten'l, Pass. Agt. Topekn, Ks,
V. BraoLey, Gen'l, Agt. Pueblo, Colorado,

FURNITURE!!

FOR SALE.

A\. M. CONNER

af Trinkdad, Colovmlo will supply all elaseres o
Fuirnitnre to eitizens of Las Vegns and vieinity,
Adilress A M. CONNER, Trinidad, Coalorada,
ar Lenve opders with CHARTES BLANCIHEAKD
at the store of Blunchined, & Co.

NOTICE TO TRAVELERS,

AN purties en vonte 1o and from New Mexieo
will o well 1o take the Tower military roml in
Coltnx B eroselng  the  Clmurion
at Grein's raneh, where Joseph Holhvook hid
ponstrneted g bridge neross the stresnm sl lins
on b sbandant hay and graine Coreals ars
provided wml the best arcomadations ean e ol-
tdmesd for i wned beast,  The void den gad
one thrwgghout, maeh BOHer than the apper singoe
rond . s route bon seciig inodismmnee between
s Vegas pn the Baton Mountuivs ol st leust 20
mitles over the upper voil,

J. M, spove, M. D, G, W, S1ennine,

JJH.SHOUT& CO.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

DEALERS IN

@rngﬁ @, :ﬁlmhitﬁms

Las Vegan, N. M.

AW GOODY
FOR 1877.
[SIDOR STERN.

Elare N. E. Corner of Exchange Hotwl Laa Ve
gus, Mow Mesico

Tns jnst recelved and in continnrily
recelving alnrge and asscried

slock of
@rg @tmhs,
@mnrim,

@bthing,
giqnnts, @r.

whirh will ba sald at prices (hat willTTFASE
EYERYRODY., Buvers can rely ®pen receivirg
RETTER QUALITITIES and MOWF COODR
for their money, than clegnhere. Girebim a
sl and for voursElves.
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